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My Own Book: Teens Read and Give Books out to Children

My Own Book is an organization for the children, by the children. Developed by Kyle and Brady Baldwin, this program organizes teens to visit less fortunate K-3rd grade classrooms and read books to children. Next they tell the children about the public library and then lay out a selection of brand new books for the children to each choose their very own book. A bookplate is added to each book with the child's name on it.

Sharing the Love of Reading: 
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One Book at a Time a Local Effort Spreads the Love of Reading

We heard on the radio one day that 61% of low-income children do not have a single book in their homes. As a couple of teenagers growing up in a house full of books we were shocked and decided to take action. We developed a program that consisted of visiting less fortunate K-3rd grade classrooms. We picked this age group because we found if we go any older the children have already passed the age of being enthralled with a free book- they'd moved on to video games, etc. Our team of teens reads and sometimes acts out the books to gales of laughter. We bring fun and excitement to reading. We tell about the library, and then let the children pick out a brand new book of their very own. We add a bookplate with the child's name to each book. It is important that the children each pick their own book- just like visiting a bookstore and being able to select a book. The children are thrilled. We encourage the children to read the book and then share it with their family. We have passed out over 12,300 books so far and are working on expanding this program to more and more communities.

We Need More Books!

-12% of Fairfield’s children live in poverty

-61% of low-income families have no books at all
Children Helping Other Children

Please consider partnering to with My Own Book help children in our community!

Here is one way your school can help: 
Book Drive:

Set up a book drive in your school for new and gently used books 

1. Send out a flyer to each child to take home telling their family

about the book drive

2. Set up a box in the office or multipurpose room for one week only to drop off books

3. Please encourage students and parents to donate books- teacher encouragement makes a difference

4. We will pick up the books promptly (by November 20th) and distribute to other

children.

Fast, easy, and a great way to help others!

For more information on My Own Book, please visit our website at www.myownbook.net or contact us at 707.864.4046. Thank you very much.
