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About Youth Venture

Youth Venture is a national nonprofit organization that invests in the ideas and capacities of young people (aged 12-24) to create, launch, and lead sustainable, community-benefiting organizations (or "Ventures").   Youth Venture’s goal is to build a global movement of young people initiating positive and lasting change.  (For more information please visit www.youthventure.org).
History

Youth Venture grew out of the insights gained from our sister organization, Ashoka: Innovators for the Public (www.ashoka.org).  Over the past 25 years Ashoka has pioneered a movement of social entrepreneurs by developing the concept of social entrepreneurship and then helping more than 1,800 leading “adult” social entrepreneurs, known as Ashoka Fellows, to launch their system changing ventures in over 60 countries. Ashoka realized that many social entrepreneurs themselves had an experience of taking initiative at an early age, which helped shape them to become innovators for social change.  In light of both the Fellows’ work and their own youth experiences, Ashoka realized how critical it is to give young people the tools and space to take initiative.  Youth Venture, being critical to Ashoka’s vision of “everyone a changemaker”, was launched in 1996 in order to build a movement of young social entrepreneurs.  Established first as a US program based in Arlington, VA, Youth Venture has now expanded to Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Thailand, South Africa, India, Germany and France. 

Impact

An essential element of Youth Venture’s mission is enabling young people to learn that they can lead social change. Youth Venture believes that any young person who has an idea for improving his or her community, leads a team, launches a venture and contributes something lasting will emerge transformed from such an experience.  Young “Venturers” will know that they are capable of leading and creating change, and it is likely that they will take initiative again and again over a lifetime.  
Youth Venture Process 

Youth Venture invests in young people to launch their own ventures that create lasting benefits for their communities and then connects them to a global network.  Youth Venture provides youth with an initial start-up financial investment (up to 50,000 Baht) and supports them in all phases of the development and implementation of their social ventures. This Youth Venture process is illustrated below:
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	Posters/

Brochures

PR mass-media campaign and through CSO
	Online/offline supports help youth develop ideas into Venture plans
	Panelists evaluate the Venture plans
	Teams launch and receive seed funding, orientation, tools and consultancy support.
	Series of  workshops offered from marketing to  sustainability

and project management
	Evaluation and  lesson learning workshop offered to help sustain/grow Venture
	Venture teams are connected through local and global events and website.
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