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 Tu Voz, My Venture Teams
Team Summaries

A Taste of Reality

Austin, TX

Jose, Richard, Julio, and Jerry – high school students
According to the U.S. Department of Education, on average, college graduates make over $1 million more than people who only have a high school diploma. “A Taste of Reality” wants to bring this message to middle-school students in Hays County, Texas by using a reality interactive game led by community and student volunteers. In real life, a college degree makes it easier to find a career, afford minor luxuries, and weather financial hardship.  The Venture illustrates this by simulating life’s roadblocks, emphasizing how a higher education will broaden students’ opportunities.  

 “A Taste of Reality” will first be performed in Wallace Middle School, which reports over 60% of the total students to be Hispanic. This Venture will improve Latino students’ motivation to perform better in school, combat the Latino high school drop-out rate and increase Latino students’ likelihood to apply to, and enroll in college, since other options such as debt or a second job will seem unappealing.

AITHABANI Clothing  – high school students
Brooklyn, New York
Gais and Mohamed
In today's world economy, profits rule and young entrepreneurs are left without support.  However, AITHABANI Clothing is confident that their business will succeed, causing young kids and adults to feel empowered and inspired. AITHABANI Clothing plans on creating a profitable and socially responsible clothing business.

This Venture will create a business while giving back to local communities. The main function and purpose of the Venture is to make a profit and at the same time give back to the team’s communities by donating and just simply by talking to young teens about high school and beyond. Their first target is the Hispanic student population in the team’s area, the Park Slope and Sunset Park areas.


The Venture will combat the Latino dropout rate and try to improve Latino students’ performance in school by giving part of its profits to Latino run programs. The Venture will also sponsor Latino baseball and sports teams by making t-shirts for them or by funding them.
Arts in the Heights 

Washington, DC

Ramona, Chad, and Nelson  – high school students
Arts in the Heights provides opportunities for positive self expression in the Columbia Heights community in Washington DC, which has a large Latino population. Arts in the Heights helps youth express themselves in positive ways while letting their feelings erupt into visual arts, poetry, dancing, creative writing, painting, graffiti (spray painting), etc., and develop artistic skill that can be pursued as a career.
This Venture will give youth in the community a way to express themselves with their talent so that youth can continue to develop as social leaders and important community members.  This Venture will give kids organization skills and confidence in themselves. The Venture will definitely be an example for youth who are lost in deception and rough streets. The Venture will give the youth confidence to compete and to demonstrate the best in themselves.  This experience will show youth to be on top of their arts while also maintaining academics.
Bio Motors: Veggies give you GAS 

Los Angeles, CA

Ivan, Karina, Luis, Jessika, Pauline, Danny, and Aaron – college students
The Bio Motors team is focused on assisting the Latino community in getting transportation to services that will assist them in school, while engaging them in a movement to expand awareness of the use of environmentally conscious fuel. Bio Motors will convert an old school bus diesel engine to run on used vegetable oil collected from fast food restaurants and will transport youth on educational field trips, college visits, art exhibits and community events. This bus intends to pick up students from after school recreational or tutoring programs, as parents do not have the means to provide these rides to their children.

The process of bus engine conversion will also be an educational tool for Latino youth to improve their engagement with school and provide them with a constructive example of applied technology and environmental awareness. The team envisions positive long-lasting impact by exposing Latino youth to the business community and local government to further develop valuable networking skills and the importance of higher education.  

Camino Latino

Corvallis, OR

Monica, Allison, Cristina, Yesenia, and Roberto – college students
Camino Latino seeks to increase the number of Latinos that apply to college, attend college and graduate from college. The focus will start on the Corvallis community in Oregon and on grades from 9th to 12th, providing students with goals, strategies, working plans and inspiration to keep them striving to reach their dreams.  The Venture will help Latino students graduate from high school and prepare for college by providing them with resources, networking, and mentoring needed to complete high school and go to college.

The team will meet with the students on a weekly basis, and conduct activities including parent nights and family visits, workshops on college and financial aid, college visits, and guest speakers, as well as pairing students with individual mentors. The students and parents will benefit by gaining role models and assistance in understanding the college process and the Corvallis community will benefit by having more diversity in professional roles.  

Changing Franklin Road – One Kid at a Time

Marietta, GA

Brunna and Cinthia – middle and high school students
The team believes that through Martial Arts, they can teach students to work hard, set personal goals, self-esteem, and safety tactics while giving youth an activity which will physically challenge their bodies and stimulate their minds. The Venture will help Latino students graduate from high school and prepare for college and work by providing additional tutoring support, and rewarding grade improvement and academic achievement.  

The Venture will provide children in an underprivileged area a constructive environment through Martial Arts training to have fun while building discipline, focus, perseverance, and integrity.  Besides developing these character traits through martial arts, the Venture is geared to teach leadership, responsibility and organizational skills by generating some instructional leadership opportunities for the students with regular attendance and motivation to learn. The team believes they can lead by example and the kids will see in ‘Changing Franklin Road – one kid at time’ an opportunity to believe that Latinos can succeed, believe in themselves, and never give up.

Charlottesville College Academy (CCA)
Charlottesville, VA
Bernice and Sherry – college students
The program is a partnership between University of Virginia college students and the Boys and Girls Club of South wood trailer park in Charlottesville, Virginia. This area is experiencing a huge increase in the number of Latino households, which has challenged the Albemarle County school system with a dramatic influx of students with limited English proficiency. Classroom overcrowding, teacher insensitivity to cultural differences, and tracking into lower level classes puts these Latino students at a disadvantage to graduating from high school and pursuing higher education.

The Charlottesville College Academy will serve disadvantaged middle and high school Latinos through a biweekly after school program that will provide tutoring, mentoring, and information about what students need to graduate and become competitive college applicants. The vision of the program is to educate Latino youth and their families about the benefits of a college education, the requirements for admission, and the resources available to them. The Venture is led by Latino graduates of college prep programs that helped them become the first in our families to go to college. 

Cleopatra’s Coffin of Knowledge
Allison Park, PA

Natalia and Sarah  – high school students
The growing Hispanic population in Pittsburgh is often ignored by the rest of the community; in an effort to improve the quality of the Hispanic experience in Pittsburgh, the team plans to introduce children to reading as a tool for growth. The goal is to focus on Latino literacy by promoting early reading skills to youngsters. By providing books and holding recreational spaces in which teenagers would discuss and express their opinions, as well as “book clubs,” the Venture would give children an incentive to read. 

This Venture decided to promote reading because by reading, children can gain confidence in their skills and improve their academic achievements while holding onto their Hispanic background. Reading awakens imagination and creativity in children, which will make them more inquisitive about the world surrounding them, thus encouraging them to stay in school in order to find answers to their many questions. Since reading is the basis of education, and education is the essential factor of social equality in the world, fomenting reading in children can make real the possibility of a colorblind society. 

College Bound Latinos
Arlington, VA

Daisy, Adriana, Samya, Peter and Emily – high school students
College Bound Latinos wants to show other Latino students the opportunities available to them to continue education after high school. The main function of this Venture will be to host trips to colleges and to expose students to college life. College Bound Latinos will visit colleges that offer more opportunities or scholarships to Latino students. After the trips, College Bound Latinos will then share information with younger students to encourage them to start looking into colleges. 

This program will help Hispanic students because it will give them something to look forward to and work towards while giving them a goal for after high school. College Bound Latinos also plans on educating the parents of students by hosting “college night sessions” in English and Spanish. These sessions will explain the importance of college, differences between in-state vs. out-state, provide a forum for concerns, etc. This outreach will help more Latino students and parents understand the importance of a college education, while also making the process easier to understand!

Dimwitnot.com

Antioch, CA
Vincent and Victoria – middle and high school students
Dimwitnot.com plans on providing an online study hall/tutoring service for students. Their motto is “kids helping kids.” The makers of Dimwitnot.com want to create this Venture to make a positive impact on the community. They will provide a positive study place with easily accessible tutoring available. 

The Venture will work with and impact the high school students of the Hispanic population in the team’s community. It will start out helping the high school Hispanic population, then gradually move on to include more grade levels, such as middle school and elementary school Hispanic students.

Dimwitnot.com will help students several ways. The website will: provide an environment encouraging studying, help students do better in selected subjects, help students work together, get their homework done and spend less time on the streets, teach kids to work together and help other kids, and widen kids’ social networks.

The Venture will also combat the Latino dropout rate because one reason students drop out of school is because they don’t understand the material they are being taught and get frustrated and just decide to give up and dropout because they can’t handle the stress. This Venture will help Latino students understand the material better by tutoring them, and this will allow them to not get frustrated and stay stress free.

Donna College Correspondence Club (DC3)

Edinburg, TX 

Lucero and Isabel – high school students
The purpose of this Venture will be to get high school students together and have them encourage Donna, TX high school graduates attending colleges outside of the Rio Grande valley.  The goal will be to motivate students to continue their studies, offer support, and see them make it to graduation day.  High school students will send letters of motivation and care packages to college freshmen.  The freshmen college students will serve as mentors to Donna High School students.

98% of Donna High School students are of Hispanic descent, 82% are economically disadvantaged, 22.5% are Limited English Proficient, and 77% are at risk of dropping out of school.  This Venture will be one activity that might encourage students to stay in school and continue on to college.  Hispanic students need to visualize themselves in college and what better way than to have a pen pal at a University to encourage their dreams.

El Camino Al Éxito
South Gate, CA

Annel, Damaris and Daniel – high school students
This Venture will help Latino Students graduate from high school and prepare for college by creating an outreach college preparation program.  The Venture will be led by students that attend South East High School and are current high school peer college counselors. As peer college counselors they have been trained by UCLA counselors on how to provide college information to high school students.  With the scarcity of bilingual counselors, these services have become a real need for Latino students. 

The themes to cover in the training will include college application preparation, SAT’s, Financial Aid such as filling out the FAFSA form, and scholarships. These topics are mentioned to the students in high school but they are not explained in further depth and many times students do not understand them. The program will serve students from 9-12th grade who attend four different highly Latino populated high schools. "El Camino al Éxito” will be an extra support to Latino students because it will be a program by the students for the students.

Emerging Leaders of Hayfield
Arlington, VA

Beatriz and Claudia – high school students
This Venture intends to educate the Hispanic community about different career options and life stories to motivate students and parents about the possibility of going to college. Through information sessions and workshops, they will provide programs and opportunities for students to learn about financial aid, scholarships and the college process. The Venture will also have a cultural showcase component to engage parents in their children’s activities and continue the cultural bonds and traditions in the Latino community. This opportunity merges academic opportunity with cultural sustainability producing a more complete Latino student with a vivid future.

Emerging Leaders of Hayfield will encourage students to take Advanced Placement Honors classes and in their schools, assist with tutoring and extra help, as well as prepare them physically and mentally to challenge themselves to be better prepared for the future. The program will help students become motivated to do something for themselves and not settle for low expectations about themselves.

Empowering Latinos

Sullivan Park, TX

Dannie and Felicia – high school students
In the Rio Grande Valley of Texas School District, 69.9 % of the students are at-risk of educational failure - it is a problem of epidemic proportions - and Empowering Latinos is ready to lead the change.  The goal is to empower other Latinos who are above-average academically so they can in turn become tutors for the rest of the students who desperately need their assistance academically. The aim is to motivate Latino students to stay in school and receive a higher education.

The Venturers will share the information with the Latino community through youth-led Power Point presentations, tutoring sessions on reading skills, history, and writing skills, and motivational speeches to elementary age Latino children in local schools, churches, and libraries. The recurring message will be to encourage youth to finish high school, prepare themselves for college or work, and with this new mindset, alter the perception and role of Latino youth in our society.

From Cartridge to Cardstock 

Midland, TX

Joseph, Susana, and J.J. – high school and college students
From Cartridge to Cardstock is establishing their Venture to meet the needs of youth to increase their educational success by supplying the basic need of paper, and raising funds to support the local school system. The Midland Independent School District has strict guidelines which limits teachers from having enough paper to teach kids through creative and effective mediums which can promote higher academic achievement.  Within this community, the Latino population is rather large and dominant in the local high schools.
The Venture will place empty bins throughout the Midland community where printer ink is heavily used. They will collect these bins full of ink cartridges and turn them in to Office Depot who in turn will donate reams of paper.  This paper will be recycled back into the Midland school district. With the money saved from donated paper, M.I.S.D. will invest in better technology that will aid the future success of the Latinos, such as new computers, better software, graphing calculators, etc.  The team believes that in college, students use updated resources and it is essential especially for minorities, not just in this community but nationally to be familiar with what can be available to them.

Fútbol Recreativo Competitivo (F.R.C.)

Woodbridge, VA
Liana and Cesar – college students
The Culmore community in Virginia is mostly composed of low-income Latino families. The absence of a consistent parent figure at home provokes a cycle, in which kids join gangs because they feel alone and neglected. This Venture intends to replace gangs and violence with soccer teams that become a real “family” devoted to improving the lives of all of its kids.

Through team F.R.C., kids not only have fun playing soccer, but also attain a sense of commitment and responsibility for themselves and their community. Most of the youth involved will be in elementary and middle school; through their “family” soccer team the Venture prepares them for higher education by reinforcing these concepts in the practices and developing discipline to pursue their dreams. Additionally, the soccer team practices and games bring the entire community together, providing them with a closer connection to discuss common problems in a healthy, competitive and festive environment. 

Future Hispanic Leaders of Tomorrow (FHLT)

Annandale, VA

Silvina and Michelle – high school students
The Venture team will create an annual summer camp that will run three days a week during school vacation.  The camp will offer Latino high school students the opportunity to have free SAT prep classes, exposure to different colleges, college application assistance, and community service.  This would provide those who may not have the resources for help on the SAT and college process the chance to receive it with no expense, and motivate them to stay in school.  As a result, the Venture hopes to increase the number of Latino applicants going to college and help improve scores for Latinos who take the SAT.

The summer camp would be open to all high school students in Fairfax County public schools, but a limited number of students will be accepted.  The Venture will encourage Latino students to start planning their future and provide them with the resources they need, and may not be able to receive, for free.  This will facilitate the college process for young Latinos and encourage them to continue their education.

Generation Education

Dallas/Fort Worth, TX

Whitney, Jennifer, and Heejung – high school students
The idea for Generation Education is to bring education to children in less fortunate situations so that they may shine their light upon their generation and, in turn, spread the effects of education to benefit their futures.
The Dallas/Fort Worth population includes many families who are financially unstable or are immigrants trying to find opportunities in the United States. The parents in these families usually work long hours at tedious jobs and their children rarely have the support or guidance to make the right choices.  The team realized that in order to help these children, they must start leading them at a young age so that they will form healthy habits that will affect them later on in their educational pursuits. They decided that the best way to help these kids break the cycle of poverty would be to educate them about the importance of their goals and provide them with tools to participate in the education process.  The team will encourage Hispanic students to graduate from high school and prepare for their futures, especially if they do not receive much support from home.
The Venture plans to hold school supply or book drives for local relief organizations, then connect with these organizations and meet with children from their programs to mentor them and to bring each child an individually-made care package with supplies and activity books for them to use in their free time or to help them with school.  The team will expose them to many different fields so that they can find one that fits their interests. It will also host a talent show to raise money and allow the kids to showcase their talents
HERO

Sugar City, ID

Krista and Lucero – high school students
HERO has created a Venture to actively confront and establish solutions for the drop out rate within the Latino community. The main avenue that HERO has identified as critical for Latino students is educational reform focusing on standardized testing, leadership opportunities, and some motivational component. HERO will have yearly themes concentrating on education recovery and this year’s theme is Breaking Stereotypes. 


They will host an annual conference dealing with Latino stereotypes and once school starts their organization will help students with ACT/SAT testing and leadership responsibilities. Focusing on grades 10-12, HERO will benefit the community by exhibiting the will of students taking initiative to convene and take leadership roles and develop students to be role models for younger Latino students aspiring to go to college.

International School of Hip-Hop
Los Angeles, CA 

Patrick and Lois – high school and college students
The International School of Hip-Hop is an after school program that is meant to create better learning and a better appreciation of the urban arts.  The Venture is called the International School of Hip Hop because the hip-hop culture is the foundation of the urban arts which are, often times, greatly under-appreciated. The urban arts have been disregarded as the art form for the rebellious and “gang” generations, but in actuality it is the new and upcoming art form.  

The International School of Hip-Hop is an after school program where students come to express themselves artistically through urban art forms.  Classes will be offered throughout the year to teach students graffiti art, hip-hop/break dance forms, and the art of disc jockeying and M.C.ing. Within each class, students will be taught the evolution of each art form in each culture will be taught the roots of each art form.

The ISH believes that individuals all think differently and that we must embrace our different talents.  Students who join the school may find that their talents are rooted within the liberal arts and not in the cookie cutter teachings of standardized tests.  With the rise in self-self esteem and self worth, the ISH youth will begin to excel in school because of an increase in self-confidence.

Jumper

Elkridge, MD 
Matthew and Stephanie – high school and college students
The idea of this Venture was inspired by the lyrics to the song “Jumper,” a song about rescuing a friend from suicide. Suicide is the third leading cause of death among young people in America, on average 1 young person kills themselves every 2 hours. Jumper wants to deal with the causes of suicide: endured pain, feelings of worthlessness and depression that brought them to the point of self-destruction. The purpose of Jumper is to help these youth heal from their past, find a way to deal with their problems through positive outlets and avoid the accumulation of pain and tension.
Students for this program will be chosen through school recommendation from a school counselor and a personal essay and they come from mainly Hispanic populated high schools. They will meet on the weekends with counseling, recreational and tutoring sessions. Jumper’s tutoring; mentorship and one-on-one counseling will provide guidance to Latino students and help them regain confidence to tackle what may be in store for them during and after their high school years, finding guidance in all realms of school that may be steering them towards dropping out or much worse.
Jungle Bush Productions “The K.C Bros. TV Show”
Philadelphia, PA

Karon, Kwame, Cherelle, Patricia, Alonzo, Jeffrey, and Marcus – college students
The team’s idea is to have a TV show that will inspire today’s youth to pursue their dreams and will showcase some of today’s hottest talents because young people need to be seen and heard as contributors in today’s society. The K.C Bros. TV Show, produced by teens for teens and young adults, will be the voice for urban youth across the world.  The company will broadcast their visual productions on-line. 

The show will feature some today’s young talents in the Latin culture, with all its diversity. Just like many cultures, young Latino teens & adults find themselves wanting to voice their interests concerning their well-being.  Today’s youth will be interested to know that it is for those that can relate to their issues and struggles. Seeing someone with the same ethnicity gives the feeling that “if he can do it I can do it.”  We all have the power to make the change.” Believing anything is possible is the message we attend to give to all youth. Our viewers will gain knowledge and resources about the importance of education, living well and just being young and full of life.
The team will also use the Venture to refer students into internship programs to assist in eliminating the pressure for teens entering into early employment. With the overwhelming pressure to financially contribute at home the team wants to create an open dialogue of life skills and create a mentorship program with Latinos that graduated from high school and college against the odds. 

Laptops for College & Career Exploration

Cleveland, OH

Torey and Jennifer – college students
Laptops for College and Career Exploration plans to partner with a local Saturday tutoring program and provide computers and Internet access to students in the program so that they can explore career and college options.  The tutoring program, which is hosted by Church of the Covenant in Cleveland, Ohio, is free and open to students in grades 1-12 from nearby school districts.  The computers, internet access, and mentoring provided by the team from Laptops for College and Career Exploration would enable the students to search for colleges and scholarships, which would help make the goal of going to college more attainable.


Laptops for College & Career Exploration will strengthen the community by helping at-risk students finish high school and purse higher education.  Last year, the high school graduation rate in the Cleveland Municipal School District was 52%.  If students graduate and prepare for higher education, they will have a greater chance of finding employment that is both personally and financially rewarding and have a greater chance of becoming productive, involved members of the community.

Latino Empowerment

Arlington, VA 

Mary and Janeth – high school students
The name Latino Empowerment signifies the flow of ideas, determination to want a better future, the want and the need to make a change, and the increased confidence that the group would like to instill in Latino Youth. Without the proper motivation these youth are doomed to fail and who better to empower them, than their own peers!
Latino Empowerment believes that, with the proper motivation, anything is possible. By starting this program, Latino Empowerment members plan to help combat the Latino dropout rate by motivating students to stay in school. By holding an annual conference they plan to have speakers that have shared the same life experiences who are now successful members of the community. Instilling greater confidence in these students will better help them reach alternative forms of higher education. Together the voice of Latino youth cannot be ignored. By establishing Latino Empowerment now, they are going to bring about the next great leaders of this nation. 
Latino Youth for Community Preparedness (LYCP)

Oakland, CA 
Esmeralda, Noemi, and Joanna – high school students
This Venture idea is to raise awareness and to educate the Hispanic community in ways that they can protect themselves and loved ones in the event of a natural disaster or in an emergency situation. The focus will be to provide bilingual (Spanish and English) first aid and disaster preparedness presentations and trainings. This Venture wants to help people realize they can do something to protect themselves and save other people lives when it comes to natural disasters and medical emergencies.  Many members of the Hispanic community in East Oakland do not know of the resources that are available to them in times of need and disaster.

The youth who become part of this club will not only benefit from learning the importance of being prepared in case on an emergency, but they will also develop professional skills such as public speaking, organization, meeting deadlines, teamwork, and how to be a leader and a mentor to others.  This program will keep youth motivated and engaged in a meaningful activity that will give them the skills and confidence to succeed in high school and go to college.  
L.E.E.P - Latinos Elderly and Environmental Program

Washington, DC

Kony, Francisco, Evelyn, Jorge, Monica – high school students
This Venture intends to bring two generations together, youth and elders from the Latino and African American community, to work together on environmental issues. The project is based on bringing together elders from the community to not only a good time together but to also learn about problems and resources in the community and be trained in environmental issues such as recycling, energy conservation, etc. On a monthly basis, elders from the Mary’s Center will come to the center for fun activities such as bingo, dancing, planting flowers and other activities that promote interaction between the youth and the elders. 

As the program grows, high school students will be recruited as volunteers. This will help these students to get involved in the community, work together with people different from them and create a bigger sense of collaboration and caring. High school students can also gain community service hours that would help them graduate and initiate them in the path of community service.

Learning is for Everyone

St. Croix, USVI

Oneysha, Medisa, Dominic, Jakeem, Delroy – middle school students
Fredensborg is a squatter settlement located in the center of the island of St. Croix.  It is a community of Spanish speaking families, mainly from the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and Vieques.  The houses are small shacks made of wood with tin roofs.  They have no electricity and no running water.  Some families will run extension cords from a house with electricity but in the end the house will burn down due to faulty wiring.  The children speak English as a second language and do not have a good mastery of it.  This leads them to do poorly in school.   Fredensborg is filled with drugs, guns, violence, domestic violence, rapes, and sexual assaults.  It is a hard community to grow up in and survive.  If the students reach high school, they drop out before graduation because they are caught up in the cycle of poverty and the dysfunction of Fredensborg.

Learning is for Everyone plans to refurbish old computers and purchase educational software to give to the Sojourner Truth Shelter (a safe haven for women and children who are victims of domestic violence). This team wants to create a community Venture because they want to help others who are in need.  This Venture will also help create awareness of the problem of domestic violence in the local community. 

Leading Latinos towards Accomplishment Via Example (L.L.A.V.E)

Milwaukee, WI

Edgar, Alberto, Jose, and Pedro – high school students
L.L.A.V.E - Leading Latinos towards Accomplishments Via Example chose this team Venture name for the image of a llave (key to success) in Spanish. The idea is for the Latino community to have exemplary role models that can answer questions and have resources that will help students reach their current or future education goals. This Venture was inspired by the fact that 87% of U.S. born Latinos have gone 12+ years in school but have not obtained a college degree. The Venture seeks to lower this number by bringing college and higher education aspirations to the students.

LLAVE will provide study sessions for midterms and finals, ACT/SAT readiness, and a space to work with computer access that will help them focus. Students will be exposed to colleges and the process by which they get accepted and finance their education. LLAVE hopes to eliminate the need that students feel to drop out either because they need money or they are scared and feel unprepared for college. 

LOL

Miami, FL 
Ylena, Travis, Kimberly, and Jennifer – high school students
LOL stands for Law and Order Leaders and also for Lovers of Learning. This Venture will be a school-based program for Hispanic students to explore the law and order infrastructure of this country. It will also serve as a public forum in which controversial topics in law and politics will be discussed. 

The Florida school where the Venture will take place has 96% Hispanic students registered. These young Latinos have come from diverse cultures and countries and are eager to learn about their new place called home–the United States of America. LOL offers Hispanics the opportunity to immerse themselves in the art of public speaking, to learn about the country’s laws, legislatures, government branches, democratic system, and foreign affairs. It will stimulate mock trials, debate bills and political issues, and foster youth to become active and aware of what’s happening socially and politically in this country. Most importantly, through this Venture, youth will realize their civic duty to have a voice, represent the best interests of the community and vote.

This society will be very rigorous and require students to learn responsibility and acquire leadership skills. These are all essential traits that they will need to become familiar with and accustomed to in order to succeed in college. This Venture will mold students so that they can burgeon into college-bound champions. It will demand excellence in academics and character. It will also promote higher education through the means of university visits and keynote motivational speakers. Overall, the motto that they will be branded with is: Learning is never-ending. It doesn’t stop here.

Mi Futuro - My Venture
South Gate, CA

Leesley and Karla – high school students
Mi Futuro - My Venture will help steer Latino children’s future towards a college education. Students will be taught about choices in education. This Venture will inform students about community colleges, state colleges and universities, and private universities as well as the SATs, the ACT, applications, admissions, financial aid, tutoring, grants, scholarships, housing, work-study, and college life. This Venture wants to help more minority students attend college and graduate. 

Although some college prep help is offered through the team’s high school, the team members of Mi Futuro - My Venture have noticed that not many students take advantage of the guidance office aid. The Venture team plans on doing outreach work to students who may otherwise pass by the distributed college prep pamphlets. By personally reaching out to young Latino students, Mi Futuro - My Venture wants to help instill ethical values and goals into young minds. With the help of Mi Futuro - My Venture, students will realize that they can pursue a better life through higher education. This Venture will open opportunities to students that aren’t always shared within minority communities. 

My College Buddy
South Gate, CA

Wendy, Jennifer, Vanessa, and Rodrigo – college students
My College Buddy aims to help students from low income and minority backgrounds become more involved in after school programs to keep them from the streets. My College Buddy’s goal is to reach out to those students who want to pursue a higher education; this organization will help tutor students in math, English and lab science as well as any other subjects. My College Buddy accentuates math and English tutoring because, according to the School Accountability Report Card, only 19% of the students in the South Gate community score at a proficient level in English and only 2% of the students scored proficient in the mathematics section of the state’s standard test. My College Buddy will reach out to and aid any student who wants help.

My College Buddy is not only a tutoring program, but also an outreach program for students to learn more about college, scholarships and financial aid. This Venture will benefit Latino students and minority students by opening their minds to find a role model in school to be their mentor and to guide them in high school. My College Buddy wants to ensure that minority students are not underrepresented in state tests.

Necessary And Valuable Insight to Gain Access Toward Education (NAVIGATE)

Minneapolis, MN

Juve, Maria, Davis, Victor, and Ulises – high school and college students
The major Venture goal is to get as many Latino students- regardless of citizenship status- from the Twin Cities and greater Minnesota area to go to college. The team members are first generation college-bound Latino students that have gone through several trepidations to find the right information about college preparedness according to their immigration status, financial situation and disadvantaged environments. This Venture will assist students to navigate the system of getting prepared for the college path and the idea is to create a product, which will benefit each well-prepared Latino and non-Latino student to go to college. 

There are over 65,000 undocumented students that graduate high school each year in the United States; many of these students are Latino. NAVIGATE will develop and distribute a useful preparation guide for funding sources, and other collateral about U.S. undocumented immigrant’s ability to pursue education beyond high school. They will also create a photo/video/audio documentary featuring undocumented students who are going to attend college, are attending college, or have graduated from college. 

Opportunities Outreach Baltimore

Baltimore, MD

Kristen and Zach – high school students
This Venture will bring the Ellicott City schools and Baltimore city schools together in an effort to improve the educational opportunities for Hispanic youth in the area of Baltimore. The goal of Opportunities Outreach Baltimore is to pair excellent students with internships or other beneficial opportunities in the field of their choice. The Venture wants to present these outstanding students with opportunities that they would lack otherwise, especially as a reward for succeeding in what can often be quite a negative environment. Not only will the opportunities help them learn more about their chosen field and develop connections, but it will help them get into the university or college of their choice.  

The internship provides a learning opportunity and the hope of attending an institution of higher education, thus inspiring youth to complete four years of high school and follow further aspirations. The Venture expects that the real world experiences help make the connections in the youth of how strongly related academic achievement, college admission and better jobs are in their future world.

Paving the Road to Latino Success 

Mission Valley, TX

Aidee, Maria Cecilia, Maria, Ashley, Bryanda, Roxana – high school students
The target audience for this Venture is the Latino members in the Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica. This target audience will raise money to fund weekly college prep courses and visits to the University of San Antonio. The team has taken on this Venture because they “wish for students to understand that there’s a whole new world out there in the universities.” In the team’s school district alone, almost 30% of high school students drop out of school. The community will benefit greatly from the Paving the Road to Latino Success Venture because if students are actively-pursuing a higher education, there will be less idle youngsters roaming the streets and engaging in gang-related or drug-related activities.

Peques Chavos Fundación de Fútbol (FF)

Southampton, NY
Eduardo and Sergio – high school students
Peques Chavos FF is the Peques Chavos Soccer Foundation.  The Venture seeks to motivate Latino youth to stay in school and continue their studies through their desire to be part of a group that supports the playing of soccer. The goal is to create an opportunity to use a popular sport like soccer to inspire youth to strive for scholarships and further their higher education possibilities. Soccer, like many other sports, includes discipline, consistency, and responsibility, traits necessary to pursue any future college plans. 

The Venture focuses on Latino students in elementary, middle, and high school at schools in Southampton, New York. It will create develop, and sustain a system of soccer coaching for children in elementary and middle school. The training and coaching program will include activities such as the organization of two mini-championships, one in December (indoor soccer) and one in June (outdoor). This project will not only keep the children and youth engaged with a positive activity, but create and maintain a positive community image of Latino youth.

Raising the Bar

Bethany, OK

Maria and Ana – high school students
Raising the Bar is a Venture that will help students become more prepared for the ACT test. A large portion of the Hispanic population in Oklahoma is under 18 years of age. The drop out rate of the Hispanic population was a staggering 40%. This greatly concerned the Venturers who were consistently seeing their friends drop out. 

One of the big reasons that kids were dropping out was because they were discouraged by poor ACT scores. They didn’t see higher education as an option since they didn’t meet the requirements of getting decent scores. 

Raising the Bar’s main objective as a Venture is to get more Hispanic youth to take the ACT and raise their scores. They are planning on holding various ACT workshops to help improve not only their scores but also their chances of getting into a university. Their Venture is going to impact a lot of classmates in their community, and in the future it will impact generations of students.

Recycle or Bust

Midland, TX 
Susana, Gina, Zulaikha, Sandy, and Taylor – high school students
Recycle or Bust is a student-based organization that encourages Midland High School students to become more active in recycling. Midland High School has a large Hispanic student population.  The Venture will not only help the environment but also give back to the school in terms of funding. The goal of this Venture is to have the student body collect a certain amount of paper by the end of each six-week grading period for at least one year. The money raised from recycling paper will go back to the school and students in terms of supplies.
The goal is to impact as many individuals as possible with the money collected from the recycling Venture. The Youth Venture will strive to give supplies and resources like computers and calculators back to their high school, so that other students who lack these resources won’t be at a disadvantage in their studies. With more resources, these students will be more motivated and encouraged to stay up to par with the school’s curriculum and thus reduce the dropout rates of minorities.

Soccer Mania

Riverdale, MD

Franklin and Gaspar – college students
This Venture is created in order to combat gang violence and drug distribution in the area, which has a large Latino population. Franklin realized that there are not enough after school programs to provide alternative positive activities for the youth.  With Soccer Mania, the Venture intends to keep teenagers away from gangs and drugs by keeping them busy with soccer.  The youth participants will spend their after school hours practicing and perfecting soccer skills.

Soccer Mania will also emphasize the importance of higher education and the opportunity of achieving it through soccer.  The academic performance of participants will be closely monitored by outreach volunteers, so that homework and learning difficulties can be detected early and addressed through a complementary homework assistance program.  This Venture will impact the Riverdale community by giving the youth an opportunity to not only have fun but also to be more focused academically and most importantly keep them away from the negative influences that plague the community.
SOUL
Gresham, OR

Lissett, Crystal, Yaneira, Jazmin, Adriana, Rocio, and Sara – high school students
SOUL is a Venture created to help encourage more Latina students to go to college. They chose this name because the soul is the essence of every being. Studies have shown that sixty percent of Latinas in the U.S. get pregnant at least once before the age of twenty.  SOUL is a Venture that will establish a mentorship program with high school girls and 8th grade girls. Through mentorship the girls will motivate each other and support each other through family and social pressure that arise. SOUL plans on meeting twice a week after school. It will be structured so that one day they will focus on homework tutoring and the second day will be focused on building self-esteem and relationships. The ultimate goal is to get Latina students focused on school and going off to college. 

This Venture will have a huge impact on the Latina population within Gresham High School, where the pregnancy rate is extremely high. This will make Latina girls become more successful students and more educated and independent. It will also give them a great opportunity to establish healthy relationships and get positive role models.

South Side Teen Scene’s Peace Project

Lansing, MI
Khadijah, Dante, Jaleel, Danyelle, Alisha, Melynde, and Taylor – middle and high school students
These lead Venturers were inspired when learning about the unfair working conditions for children when producing coffee and chocolate in Latin America and Africa. Teen Scene will start a business where they sell fair trade candy and coffee to educate the community about the real situation of child labor. They will raise awareness about buying fair trade coffee and chocolate to support fair labor standards.  

Lansing, Michigan is one of three cities in Michigan that offers resettlement to families who are from countries with political conflict.  As a result of this process, Lansing is home to large populations of immigrants from Cuba, Haiti, and El Salvador. Teen Scene involves Latino students from South Side’s programs to work in this business Venture, learn entrepreneurial and leadership skills; the goal is to sell the entire initial inventory in the first year and then reinvest in the business.  The Venture will help raise awareness about child labor in other countries by educating the community and contributing to be a more conscious participant in the American economy.

S.T.A.R.T.S. 

Phoenix, AZ
Esteban, Shika, Nancy, Brenda, David, Maria, Jordan, Greg, Sergio, Ernie, and Taryn – high school students
S.T.A.R.T.S is an acronym that stands for Successful Teachings Are Required To Succeed! It is a Venture that was created because the students realize how important it is to graduate from high school. A lot of things such as teen pregnancy, family issues and poor grades are just some reasons  that hurt Latino students from being able to graduate and go on to get a higher education.

S.T.A.R.T.S.’s goal is to become a successful resource for students to go to when trying to find information about tutoring programs, internships, jobs etc. They will work with the Teen Outreach Program at their school to help show kids all the options that are out there for them to take advantage of. They also plan on making a documentary that interviews kids who are already teen parents. This video will be set as an example of how it is not always easy being so young and having the responsibility of raising a child. 

This Venture hopes to significantly impact their Phoenix Union High School District community. By creating a documentary they believe they can really reach out to many students. Most importantly they believe their Venture will have a significant impact by being a place where students can go and easily seek out resources that will help them with their education.

Tau Lambda

Washtenaw, MI

Judith, Delfina, and Marla – college students
Tau Lambda is a Venture created by Delta Tau Lambda, Sorority Inc. It is a Venture that focuses on developing a relationship with and at the same time helping high school women of color from Washtenaw/Wayne County, Michigan strive for academic excellence. Offering students free tutoring and other academic advice will hopefully give them confidence and improve their grades and attitudes about school and decision-making. This Venture will act as a mentorship between Delta Tau Lambda sisters and high school girls so that they can learn from one another the best ways to succeed in life and get a well-rounded education. The Delta Tau Lambda sisters will provide workshops that show the younger girls positive alternatives and a more stimulating way to study. 

The community they plan on impacting is the Washtenaw/Wayne County Michigan. They are also hoping to especially work with Latina high school students from Ypsilanti High School, Cesar Chavez Academy in Detroit, and Lincoln Consolidated high school in Ypsilanti. Hopefully they will reach out to many women of color and get them more interested in getting a higher education.

Tech 9
Bronx, NY

Andrew, Famim, Kawsar, Rifat, and Aaron – middle school students
Tech 9 is a Venture that was created in order to help students in the Bronx community, many of whom are Latino, learn new forms of software technology. The Venturers saw that many students in their school community don’t have the access or means to learn programs such as Photoshop or CAD. The Tech 9 Venture will enable many in their community to gain access and learn these programs first hand through one on one and even classroom-setting workshops. The team created this Venture because the world is using advanced technology and they want to give high school students a feel for how to use this technology to achieve higher education.
This Venture will help students in the future by giving them more of an edge when it comes to expanding their skills in computer technology. It will also give many of their classmates an alternative atmosphere to learn in, and eventually keep them off the streets. The impact of this Venture might seem small at first but eventually it will grow and benefit the whole community because the students who learn these skills might go on to become very successful in the future and hence give back to the community.

Technology for Hope

Silver Spring, MD 
Ernesto and Dong – college students
Technology for Hope was started because the Venturers saw a great need for computers in their neighborhoods.  Many families cannot afford their own computers, which makes it difficult for middle school students to work on class assignments and succeed in school.
The team chose a neighborhood where most of the residents are low-income, and of international origin (predominantly Latino) and did a survey that showed that there is a high population of Latino adolescents whose family can not afford to own computers. As current middle and high school students, it is very difficult for them to do their research and explore opportunities for higher education because of the simple fact that they do not own computers.
By developing a technology center, equipped with computers, access to internet, and software programs for the young at a community center, the team believed they could have a direct impact in the lives of Latino youth in their education process by helping them realize that there are tools available for them to succeed in their school life, by being able to research scholarships, grants and loans opportunities so that they can plan on attending college and acquire valuable skills that will change our society for the greater good.

The impact of this Venture will be immense because it is focused in one area of a community in New York that greatly needs all the support that it can get. This Venture will set an example for the youth of tomorrow. It will provide computer services to kids who don’t have the means to own their own computer, and in turn help them succeed on to a higher education. 

The Good Citizens

Bronx, NY
Nana, Inderia, Hairo, Terrell, and Yeimelin – high school students
The Good Citizens is a Venture created at Peace & Diversity Academy, where 60% of the students are Latino. The idea for The Good Citizens is to host a series of assemblies to reward students who have been identified by their peers as “good citizens”.  Every month there will be new criteria, choosing character and value traits displayed and recognized by other peers. This Venture was created because most students are used to only getting negative attention for negative behavior, they want to reward students for exhibiting positive behavior. 

The Venture will help students stay in school by offering incentives to students who exhibit both ideal and improved behavior and attitude towards school.  The Venture’s goal is to recognize students for their contributions to the school regardless of their grades. Students who come to school prepared to learn, always try to do their best and encourage others to do the same will be rewarded for “Positive Attitude.” The Venture will give students the opportunity to be rewarded for notable qualities other than academics, giving everyone a chance to be recognized. They hope to encourage students who are really trying but are not always successful to “stick it out,” their efforts will not go unnoticed.

Tomorrow Teens

Yukon, OK

Misha and Jhoselyn – high school students
Tomorrow Teens is a Venture that was established because the Venturers know that having a solid education will lead to successful youth leaders of tomorrow. This Venture group saw that too many kids in their community were heading in the wrong direction and having bad influences. Therefore this Venture will focus on helping 20 students in their school and getting them to participate in more school activities and getting them more interested in attending college. They will provide fun activities such as retreats, community service projects, workshops and guest speakers that will help stimulate the kids to succeed in school. This Venture wants to reach out to Latino students and let them know that they do have options in life and that they can find a career in the future that will help them succeed. 

Even though this Venture focuses primarily on 20 students at first, it hopes to grow over time and reach out to several other Hispanic and any other youth interested in wanting to have a more positive future. 
Walls to Canvas

Sun Valley, CA

Jose, Brenda, Jose, Robert, and Pauline – high school students
The purpose of From Walls to Canvas is to expose teenagers to college and possible art careers, provide mentoring from role models, and teach them the history of art and graffiti art. The Venturers plan to work with Latino youth from poor and vulnerable neighborhoods to show them how graffiti art and other kinds of art can be used in different ways and made into a job or career.
The Venture will benefit mostly Latino teenagers who are in trouble with the law or school and live in poor and dangerous neighborhoods. They are mostly on probation for fighting, drugs, tagging, or ditching school. It will also teach them that they can use their artistic talent for something positive and productive. For the ones without natural artistic talents, Walls to Canvas will show them, that they can still be artistic with a computer. Teens will use art to make different things to sell like t-shirts, posters, cards, bags and other accessories. They will sell these things at an art show, in a silent auction, or on the internet.
Youth Action Network (YAN)

Austin, Texas

Michelle, Julian, Ashley, Angelo, Paula, and Alice – high school and college students
The idea is to get youth, between the ages of 11 and 20, to be active citizens in their community. For YAN active citizenship can mean participation in a neighborhood clean-up or participating in a youth council. YAN will make youth aware of community service opportunities and encourage their involvement. They want youth from all around the Austin community – from the affluent district in the west to the low income district in the east – to come together and share ideas on how to make their communities a better place to live and share success stories to motivate people to take a hold of their future.

Austin School District is close to 50% Latino and has one the highest drop out rates by 9th grade in Latino students. YAN wants to involve these youth in a way that through community service they will get inspired to be productive to their communities and finish school. They will do this by channeling volunteer information to youth, meeting to gather community needs perceived by youth as priorities and providing training in community service.  

Youth Empowering Action

Miami, FL

Ebony, Aylin, Stephanie, Lar’Nesheia, and Luis – college students
YEA! - Youth Empowering Action is a youth-led organization started by three young women determined to see the community prosper. YEA’s goal is to give kids of all races a chance to interact with each other in a safe environment. The youth that YEA reaches out to are from inner city schools.  The group was started because of all the many senseless deaths in and around the community. Through this organization the youth plan to help kids network with other races, and teach patience and teamwork, while giving them an outlet such as basketball tournaments, safe parties and an opportunity to gain community service hours. Being able to relate and communicate with different people and cultures is a characteristic that is needed in high schools, colleges, and in the world of work. YEA’s ultimate goal is to open a community center for the inner city school in which it works.

YEA works closely with the Hispanic community; they are the majority at all of YEA’s activities. Through YEA’s fun activities, they hope to draw youth closer to the right path, and help them be around positive and productive people. YEA works closely with students at Miami Dade Community College and Florida International University. Through the activities and the help from willing college students, YEA plans to help diminish the Hispanic dropout rate.

Youth Leading Youth

Arlington, VA

Stephany, Rene, Luisa Fernanda, and Cesar – high school students
Youth Leading Youth wants to create an annual conference developed by youth for youth. Young people are creating significant changes in their communities but are not aware of them all; the conference will bring together many young people with great ideas and similar stories to unite forces as they discuss the issues that are important to them in order to create a larger impact in society. 

The youth conference will bring together a minimum of 50 young people ages 13-25 to attend forums and workshops that will address issues that young Latinos as immigrants and/or children of immigrant parents have to deal with on a daily basis such as ‘what does it mean to be a first generation high school and/or college graduate?’, ‘how to navigate through immigration issues’, ‘what is it like to have to assimilate as a first generation Latino?,’ and other topics that affect their lives. From learning to balance a check book to knowing how to finance their education, the Venture will provide tools to young people that will assist them in their journey to a better life. 
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