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Teens to take part in youth summit  
Article published: Monday, July 14, 2008, By PAMME BOUTSELIS Correspondent 

NASHUA – Two Nashua teens turned their talent and enthusiasm for dance into a commitment to help underprivileged children in their community and have now won an all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C., for the National Youth Venture Summit. 
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Sixteen-year-old Brianna Rogers and 15-year-old Trina Cardamone, both students at Nashua High School North and creators of the dance program Dance Creations, will be heading down to D.C. on Wednesday for the first-ever summit. They join three other young New Englanders, all of whom are part of Venture Teams. A Venture Team consists of at least two youth, ages 12-20, who are actively engaged in bringing about a positive social change to their community.

Youth Venture's First National Summit will gather hundreds of young leaders from all over the nation. They will experience three days of skill building and leadership strengthening as well as be enabled to share their thoughts, ideas and experiences. 

United Way of Greater Nashua and Youth Venture-New England have partnered to seek long-term benefits for area youth and the community, investing in the ideas and capacity of high school students to create, launch and lead sustainable community-benefiting organizations, according to Lisa Conti, director of marketing and communications of United Way of Greater Nashua. Approved Youth Venture teams can receive up to $1,000 to help launch their organization. 

Rogers learned of this program through her teacher, Jennifer Bradley, who held a workshop that featured guest speakers from Youth Venture.

Rogers has been a dancer for 14 years and currently attends Academy of Movement in Nashua. She is also a member of the Academy of Movement Dance Company and has trained in tap, jazz, ballet, pointe, hip-hop, lyrical and modern dance and competed in multiple dance competitions in New England. It was only natural for her to look toward dance to make a difference in the community. 

"I came up with the idea of a nonprofit dance program that would be active at different facilities," Rogers said. "My goal was to spread the gift of dance to children who may not be able to afford a class."

She went through the application process and then presented her program to a panel of judges who granted her $999.25 to get the program off the ground. This was made possible through the partnership of Youth Venture with United Way of Greater Nashua, sponsored by Nashua Community College.

Rogers set to work procuring volunteers and soon had Trina Cardamone and Emily Chrusciel, a freshman and senior, respectively, at Nashua High School North, on board, as well as Ashley Walker, a senior at Nashua High School South. 

"They have been amazing teachers," Rogers said. "They really stepped up and have been incredible."

The program, called Dance Creations, was active in 2007-08 at Girls Inc. of Greater Nashua and Nashua Children's Home. Classes were offered free of charge in free movement, jazz and hip- hop on a weekly basis after school. 

Dance Creations held a dance benefit Feb. 16. The children involved in the program were able to perform for their parents, and the nonprofit was able to raise funds for the program to continue in the year ahead. Rogers said that students from Success Dance and Performing Arts Center and the Academy of Movement also performed in the benefit.

For Rogers, the kids are the best part of the program. 

"I am so proud of everything they have accomplished this year; when they achieve a goal, it fills me with joy," she said. "They were so excited when they finished their first show that they couldn't wait to have another."

Throughout the summer months, Dance Creations is offering weekly creative movement classes at Small Adventures Family Daycare and Learning Center and plan to have classes again during the school year at Girls Inc. and Nashua Children's Home once again. They expect to have 150 students in the year ahead.

"We will be expanding to offer creative movement at Creative Years Childcare Center next year as well," Rogers said. "While Ashley Walker and Emily Chrusciel have graduated, Danielle Henrich-Brochu and Amanda Walker will be joining our team."

Dance Creations further demonstrated leadership skills with a presentation at the Youth Venture-United Way regional partnership celebration in May. Rogers presented a video of the teachers, the team's ally, and the children involved in the program, and spread the word about Dance Creations. Their ally, Tarryn Brandl, also received the Ally of the Year award, which Rogers said made the event even more special. 

"Dance Creations is an excellent example of positive work that young, inspired people can accomplish in our community when given the opportunity," Conti said. 

Rogers recently attended a workshop in New York City taught by Radio City Rockette Kandice Pelletier and attends dance intensives to further her training. She performed in Peacock Players' "Smokey Joe's Café," as did Cardamone. Cardamone attends the Academy of Movement and is a member of the Academy of Movement Dance Company, with 12 years experience in tap, jazz, ballet, pointe and lyrical dance. 

"They are an inspiration," said Kumar Raj, media and marketing specialist for Youth Venture. "They have worked incredibly hard, sacrificed a lot of their time and effort to help others."
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