Having had a difficult childhood, this youngster’s dream is to make children’s wards in hospitals bright, cheery and full of song

Bringing childhood back
into hospital wards

RIVA KARTHA

N A Sunday evening,
Bombay Hospital's pig-
diatrics ward provides 4

refreshing change from the dis.
mal mood in other hospital
wards in the city, Dion't be sur-
prised if you walk into the sunny,
cheerful rea to find the litthe pa-
tients marching around the
reom, singing and dancing,

The reason for all the hoopla
is Ayearold Sumeet Gade and
his brainchild ‘Pragati’, Sumeet
iind frve of his fricnds make reg-
ularvisits fo Bombay Hospital
every Sunday and for two whole
hours, the children in the paedi-
abrics ward can Jook forward to
taking their minds off sickness
and ill-health,

"W get them all
tevge ther wnd siar|
with asmall prayer,
Then we ask them 1o
sing, of if they ask u
b, we dusce and do
all kinds of things,”
says Sumeet, adding that the
kids lowe b0 caloar, "They ex-
press themselves well when they
enlour, and the hest scene is
when a parent comes and holds
the child's hands to tesich them
o colour within the fines.” he
sy,

Apant from bringing hope 1o
what i wsually one of the most
bleak and desolate places in uny
hospital, Sumeet's too 15 story
of hope. A formes student ut the
Akanksha Foundation for 13
years, Sumeet hud an aleaholic
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party

Father who regularly
beat his mather, He
Eived for a while with an
uncle, who he saws
stondby him through
his bad days, und
pessed away rocenthy,
Despite going through phases
where he ran sway, and fell into
depression, Sumeet beat the
s,

Today, he s completing his
college ut the T K Tope Night
School, works s o staff member
with Akanksha Foundation, and
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g tme. “On festivals, we ask the

e }_. _ { kidk!rrmuk:n'andlnamlMi
& B b divas. Thenwe sell them it
T with thal meneywe throw 3
panty,” He adds that their

biggest partyis in December.
during Christnias, Apart from
colouring and singing, they also
#pprogch professional pupper-
lecrs to entertain the children,
“We trvand approach many
hospitals. Some agree byt
DEVET [ive us permission i
writing, Gthers, |ike BMC
whool, refuse iitright, since
they arc worried we will cruse
problems for them,” says
Sumeet, His future plans in-
clude approaching and intro-
ducing 'Pragati’ to other hospi-
tals in the city, and tying up
with hospitals to provide street
kids with vaccinations, “We will

sl fimds the time to enteriatn q = ¥ 10 rope hospi :

children in paedistric wards. “Pragati’ beciose it means so understand and communicale  ganise blood for soeme children, :?ug Um!ﬁ::fﬂﬂit;ﬁp

Lustweek, Sumect was also part many things — success, going with their parentsbetier. “We  and have also helpedshifikids ey, and canduct vaceinations

ot a group of 25 youngsters who forward and progressing. We pet ealls from parents ahout from one hospital toanother de- ~ fior street children,” sayy

were feficitated by (he Ashoka liked the thought of that, says emergencies and thenwe belpin — pending on theiy problems, Sumeet, gearing up for another

Foundation, Sumeet. He sasthatworking — whateverwaywe can.* hie s, Sumeet savs that the pro- plan, another avenue of hape
"We decided on the name with the children also helps them adding that they have helped or-

gramme differs from time to fior kids in the city.



