For Immediate Release

Contact: Donna DuSell 
Elizabeth Bandy
Franklin High School
Youth Venture New England
ELO Coordinator
Marketing and Media 
603-934-5441
866-923-9863 ext. 708

ddusell@franklin.k12.nh.us 
ebandy@youthventure.org 

Concord, NH – June 4, 2009 – Two Franklin High School teens watched eagerly as Judy Gove of the New Hampshire Electric Co-op Foundation (NHEC) presented a check for $2,500 to Charlie Clement, Regional Director of Youth Venture New England. The grant will go toward continuing Youth Venture’s involvement with Franklin High School and to extend Youth Venture’s Everyone a Changemaker™ vision to the surrounding area. 
The Franklin High School teens, Brittany Talbot-Kennett and Jenny Gardner, will receive $1000 from the NHEC grant to support their Venture, Franklin’s Fashion, Youth Venture’s newest Team in New Hampshire. Franklin’s Fashion rents gently used dresses to high school girls at a low price. “The dress shop was established this year to provide formal attire rentals to students at reasonable rates”, said Talbot-Kennett, “I noticed that a lot of girls, including myself, were not attending the formal school dances due to the fact that dresses are not cheap.” Most of the dresses were generously donated by classmates, local businesses, and the community. The dresses are located at the Franklin High School store.
The girls have been collecting dresses for the past few months and last month’s prom showed them that their efforts were not in vain. All but five of the dozens of dresses they collected were rented. The Team will gratefully accept donated dresses year-round, using Franklin High School main office as a drop-off point. Plus sizes are especially needed.
Franklin’s Fashion was approved as a Youth Venture Team after they completed an Action Plan outlining their Venture idea and presented it to a panel of community members. The Team will use the $1,000 seed grant from Youth Venture toward dry cleaning, gown bags, a steamer, and a screen so girls can try on dresses in the store.
About Youth Venture

Ashoka’s Youth Venture® is a global movement of young changemakers. Youth Venture inspires and invests in teams of young people to start their own sustainable social Ventures and connects them into a powerful global network. Collectively, these young changemakers are redefining the youth years as a time of initiative and positive change. For more information, please visit www.GenV.net
About NHEC Foundation
The NHEC Foundation is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 entity that is funded by the contributions of NHEC members whose monthly electric bills are rounded up to the next dollar with the proceeds benefiting the Foundation. To learn more about how the NHEC Foundation is building stronger communities, visit the NHEC website at www.nhec.coop.
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Student Prom Dress Store Gets Boost From NHEC and Youth Venture











