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Uyisenga Scholars Program

Providing bright Rwandan orphans the opportunity to go to university

Overview:

The Sponsor an Orphan Program is a part of the Umubano (meaning relationship or friendship in Kiryarwanda, the native language of Rwanda) program of the Discover Worlds organization that builds relationships between Rwanda and the United States.  The scholars program specifically works with orphans of the 1994 Rwandan genocide, and those who were orphaned by HIV/AIDS.  Umubano looks to find these impoverished and tragedy struck orphans with U.S. sponsors for their basic education and healthcare.  

Who the students are:

All students chosen for the Sponsor an Orphan program are members of Uyisenga N’Manzi, a Rwandan non governmental organization with a vision of implementing child focused programs that address the special needs of orphans affected by genocide and/or HIV/AIDS.  

These students are orphans who live in child headed households or receieve support from Uyisenga N’Manzi, a program that builds orphan communities as well as providing the orphans with psychological care.  Uyisenga also facilitates their social and economic development, increases their access to medical care and education, and empowers them to participate in their country’s recovery.

Why they need basic support:

These orphan students are looking to raise themselves out of poverty by attaining the basic fundamentals of life with getting proper education and fighting away illness by having healthcare.  Since many of these youth are one of many orphans in their household, they limited with the funds they receive although opportunities may be provided to them. 

The basic support of $25 USD a month (less than a dollar a day) will give them enough extra support to purchase school materials, school uniforms, pay the minimum school fees, get healthcare, and have enough to buy food and other basic clothing necessities.  This will change their lives forever.  

Providing a university education to one orphan does not simply benefit an isolated individual; instead, education can produce a chain effect which benefits and empowers all of the members of his/her household and greater community.  This program will work to bring an entire community out of poverty.  

Costs of Sponsorship:   Sponsoring an orphan is a year long obligation of $25 a month/$300 a year.  

Who sponsors can be: Sponsors can be businesses, clubs, organizations, individuals, universities, religious organizations, classrooms, schools, or more.  Sponsors will receive letters from the orphan who they are helping.  Sponsors can choose to build a relationship and friendship with their orphan if they would like.  

Guarantees:  Since Discover Worlds is an entirely student run organization, there are no administrative fees meaning that all the money going towards the orphans goes entirely to them.  The orphans will write letters and send pictures confirming the money they received.  
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