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PRESENT: JUST FOOD
Ashoka’s Youth Venture, The Earth Island Institute’s New Leaders Initiative are launching JUST FOOD in the East Bay. This year-long program will support teams of young people from Berkeley, Oakland and Richmond to lead their own social ventures (or projects) to address food justice issues in their home communities.
A value of our work is to provide as much support to our youth teams as possible, a value we realize in large part through our Mentors. Mentors are adults in any sector who have a strong commitment to supporting the professional and personal development of young people. They are culturally sensitive, may have had experience working with or mentoring youth, and may have experience in the area of food justice.  All potential mentors will be fingerprinted to be sure they have no criminal record. 

If you are interested in being a Mentor for JUST FOOD, please fill out the application below by November 5, 2010 and email to awilson@ashoka.org or mail to 

Amy Henderson

2150 Allston Way, Suite 400

Berkeley, CA 94704
PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name_______________________________________________________

Street Address_______________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip______________________________________________

Email________________________________________________________Phone___________________________

Race/ ethnicity (optional)_________________________________________________
Employer____________________________________

Job Title______________________________________

QUESTIONNAIRE

Please answer the questions below. This will help us get a better understanding of your interests and past experiences.

1. Why are you interested in serving as a mentor?

2. What communities have you worked with professionally or otherwise?

_______communities of color


_______young people

_______business community


_______food justice community

_______nonprofit community


_______East Bay Community

_______social entrepreneur community
_______food community

_______activist community


_______environmental community

_______entrepreneur community

_______Other:_______________________







_____________________________________







_____________________________________

3.  What does food justice mean to you? If you have had experience in the food justice arena, please describe below. Note: experience with food justice is not a requirement to be a mentor
4.  As part of the JUST FOOD program, we will include a strong component of training on social enterprise.  We want to support all of our youth teams in developing earned-income strategies for their ventures.  Do you have any experience and/or interest in this area? Note: experience in this area is not a requirement to be a mentor

5. Please describe your mentorship style. If you have not had experience mentoring in the past, please describe what kind of mentor you would like to be.

AVAILABILITY

JUST FOOD will have 10 four-hour workshops sessions from January through March. The ten workshops will start on January 18th.  They will run from 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. on most Tuesday evenings (at a TBD location in Oakland or Berkeley that is easily accessible by BART).  We ask that the mentors arrive by 6:30 p.m., but you are welcome to join us at 5:30 (if you’d like to join us for dinner).  There will be a mentor training session on January 11th from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  PLEASE plan to attend this training session.  Also, if we find you are a good fit to work with one of our teams, you will need to complete a background check (don’t worry, we’ll make the process as easy for you as possible!).  Please keep in mind: Action Teams will most likely need to meet outside of these meetings to complete assignments. Also, there will be one full weekend retreat (optional for mentors), and a full-day community panel (dates TBD).

We ask that Mentors commit to:

· Participating in at least 70% of the weekly workshops (7 out of 10)

· Remaining accessible to youth teams by email, by phone or in person between meetings for advice, guidance and support

· Pledging 5 hours/month for 9 months after the 10 workshops have completed. Note: we will have monthly dinners to connect all youth and Mentors. Participating in these dinners will count towards your five monthly hours.

Can you commit to the time requirement as outlined above?

_________Yes

__________No

If no, why not?____________________________________________________________________________

Questions? 

Contact Amy Henderson, by phone (510) 333-8465 or email awilson@ashoka.org. 

Please send completed applications by email to Amy awilson@ashoka.org or

by mail to:

Amy Henderson

2150 Allston Way, Suite 400

Berkeley, CA 94704

Applications are DUE by Friday, November 5th, 2010.
