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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WHETHER MANAGING CONCERTS …TEACHING DANCE …OR MOWING LAWNS  

NH TEENS EASILY CONVERT THEIR HOBBIES INTO COMMUNITY- BENEFITING VENTURES  
“We want to show our parents and other adults that teenagers can take initiative 
to make change in their community.” Blackstone Music Aid, United Way-Youth Venture team
NASHUA, NH – April 18, 2007– United Way of Greater Nashua and Youth Venture are excited to introduce our newest group of Venture teams – launched this week as a result of our youth partnership program.  These new teams of young changemakers include:  
Blackstone Music Aid: Venturers Kevin Shen, Justin DeWaele, and Evan Green (Souhegan High School, Amherst) have developed a way to put their love of music to greater use. Their goal is to organize and host a series of 3-4 benefit concerts each year, featuring local bands.  The team says, “We will donate 70% of the proceeds to local charities.”
Dance Creations: Venturers Brianna Rogers, Trina Cardamone, and Ashley Walker (Nashua High School North) agree that dance has had a profoundly positive impact on their lives. “Dance teaches children to have courage and never give up even if something is difficult.” The team is starting an after school dance program in Nashua. They will offer creative movement/gym, jazz, and hip hop to young people at a number of locations including the Boys and Girls Club. 
Little Leaf Lawn Care: Venturers Jonathan Constable, Justin Richardson, Tanner Ricciardi, and Anthony Dilegro (Souhegan High School, Amherst) say they “Want to make Amherst and the local community look nicer…at an affordable price.”  Proud of their community, these guys are looking forward to offering residents low-priced landscaping. Money raised from their paid jobs will offset the pro-bono community-service jobs they hope to perform on a regular basis.    
All three teams presented their civic-minded Venture ideas before a Selection Panel of community members and leaders at United Way of Greater Nashua this week.  The panel unanimously approved start-up funding for each team. Venture teams are awarded up to $1,000 in seed money.  For more information on this United Way - Youth Venture partnership, please visit: www.unitedwaynashua.org/html/youthventure.htm.
About Youth Venture:
Youth Venture inspires, invests, and encourages young people to become powerful changemakers by creating, managing, and launching sustainable social ventures to benefit local schools and communities. Youth Venture provides coaching, resources, and up to $1,000 in start-up money.  In this world of accelerating change, isn't the most important gift society can offer our young citizens to encourage them to become powerful changemakers. Inevitably, they will master the critical life skills of empathy, teamwork, and leadership while young - and carry those wonderful traits into adulthood. 
For more information, or if you’re interested in creating your own youth-led Venture program, please visit www.youthventure.org or email yvne@youthventure.org
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